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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I love spring when the threat of snow and 

freezing temperatures have passed. The days 

get longer and nights get shorter, the air is 

warmer, leaves come out on the trees and 

flowers bloom, birds and animals have babies, 

and we hear all the wonderful sounds of the 

season. It feels wonderful to shed the heavy 

winter coats, boots, sweaters, and slacks. The earth comes 

alive and it’s like we are given another chance to start fresh 

and begin again. It’s the perfect time to be outside. Spring is 

filled with holidays: Easter, Passover, April Fools Day, Earth 

Day, Arbor Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Cinco De Mayo, 

Memorial Day, and Flag time. So many reasons for families and 

friends to get together. In the Rochester area festivals begin 

starting with the Lilacs when they bloom in mid-May. 

This is what my spring looks like and what I look forward to: 

 

Along with the holidays and festivals, I hope you have on your 

calendar the Regional Dinner on May 20th, featuring our own 

chef Rosita Ciardi-Miller. And I hope you will consider marching 

or driving if that works better for you in the East Rochester 

Memorial Day Parade, where our Lodge places a wreath at the 

Station of Heroes in Edmund Lyon Park to honor the men and 

women who gave their lives in the service of our country. 

Thank you for being an active part of the Vincent Lombardi 

Lodge.  

Take care and God bless, 

Marjorie 

     The Roar of the Lion 
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April 6th, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
April 13th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 
May 4th, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
May 11th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 
May 20th, 5pm: Italian Regional Dinner   
(Eyer Building, East Rochester) 
 
May 27th, 10:30am: East Rochester Memorial Day 
Parade 
 
June 8th - 11th: NYS Grand Lodge Convention 
(Albany, NY) 
 
June 8th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 
July 6th, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
 
July 13th, 7pm: Scholarship Awards Night (Eyer 
Building, East Rochester) 
 
 

August 3rd, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
August 10th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 
August 5th: Members Picnic (Quinzi Lodge - Eyer 
Park, East Rochester) 
 
September 7th, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
September 13th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 

October 5th, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
October 12th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 
October 27th: Italian American Heritage Dinner 
(Webster Country Club) 
 
November 2nd, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
November 9th, 7pm: General Assembly Meeting 
 
Papa Antolini Turkey Raffle: TBA 
 
December 7th, 6:30pm: Council Meeting 
December 14th, 7pm:  Holiday Gathering 

2023 Vincent Lombardi Lodge Calendar 

 

 

 
 

Buona Pasqua 
 

Easter is one of Italy’s biggest and most important 
holiday. Although Vatican City draws many visitors 
throughout Holy Week, which begs on Palm Sunday, 

there are religious processions and services all over Italy. 
The oldest religious procession takes place in Chieti, a 
town in Abruzzo, where thousands of hooded brothers 
march through the streets followed by a marching band 

and choir performing the “Miserere.” 
Although there is no Easter Bunny in Italy, there is an 

abundance of chocolate. Some in the shape of large eggs 
that hold prizes inside. Easter Sunday mass is held at the 
Vatican in St. Peter’s Square. One interesting celebration 
takes place in Florence where a dove-shaped rocket flies 

out of the Duomo, lands on a wooden cart which is slit on 
fire and sets off the fireworks. 

Easter Monday, sometimes called Pasquetta, is a national 
holiday. Special events or concerts take place. There are 

Pasquetta games, too, such as the Palio dell’Uovo – Palio 
of the Egg – in Tredozio (including a hard-boiled-egg-
eating contest and an egg-themed obstacle course of 

sorts) and the race in Panciale involving local 
contestants rolling wheels of cheese around the city 

walls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

'Il Giorno Della Liberazione' 

National Liberation Day 

April 25th 

The day marks the beginning of the end of Nazi fascism. 
Alcide De Gasperi, the then prime minister of Italy, 
established this day as a national holiday in 1949.  

 
Liberation Day (Festa della Liberazione) remembers 
Italians who fought against the Nazis and Mussolini’s 

troops during World War II. The day honors those who 
served in the Italian Resistance. Marching bands, music 
concerts, food festivals, political rallies, and other public 

gatherings take place in many places in Italy.  
 

http://www.forlitoday.it/~media/originale/67159550066577/mangiatori-tredozio-uova-2.jpg
http://www.forlitoday.it/~media/originale/67159550066577/mangiatori-tredozio-uova-2.jpg
http://bologna.repubblica.it/images/2013/03/29/172046217-fafc6370-844f-4ada-a72e-74a157da0e16.jpg
http://bologna.repubblica.it/images/2013/03/29/172046217-fafc6370-844f-4ada-a72e-74a157da0e16.jpg
http://www.benvenutiapanicale.it/gioco_ruzzolone.htm
http://www.benvenutiapanicale.it/gioco_ruzzolone.htm
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4/9: Matthew Grosodonia 
4/13: Ray Macera 
4/14: Bonnie Cottone 
5/15: Frank DiFilippo 

4/19: Rufus Brey 
4/26: Peter Maddalena 
4/30: Gordon Rask 
 

 

 
Please keep the family and friends of Sister Mary Ricci in your hearts and prayers.  Sister Mary passed 
away on March 27th, at the age of 100.  She was an active member of our lodge for over 25 years and will 
be deeply missed.  Her obituary can be found here:  

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/obituaries/rdc183382 

Sending get well wishes to Sister Nancy Rubé and wishing her a full and speedy recovery from upcoming 
surgery.   
We continue to keep Sister Sandy Meleca, Sister Lillian and Brother Ezio Bonanni, Sister Patty and 
Brother Gordie Rask in our prayers as they continue their recoveries from illness.    

New York State Grand Lodge Foundation Raffle 

 

The Honorary Consul of Italy, Vincenzo Scollo, in conjunction with the IASC invite you to attend! 
 

 

Festa Della Repubblica is a national holiday in Italy, with the main celebrations taking place 
in Roma. This commemorates the birth of the Italian Republic following World War II in 

1946. A laurel wreath is laid at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the Altare della Patria by 
the President of the Italian Republic. A national symbol of Italy, it honors the institutional 

referendum voted on by the citizens of Italy. This marked the fall of fascism. 

    Tickets will be sold through May 22, 2023 

Buy one for yourself, as a gift, or go in with others to share the $100 
cost. 

Pick a favorite number: 

88, 89, 285, 286, 380, 381, 488, 489, 578, 580, 581, 677, 779, 878, 982 

CONTACT:  Marjorie at mafocarazzo@gmail.com or 585-749-5346 

Tickets will go fast so get yours early! 

                                     ACOUSTIC LIGHT ART RAFFLE 

It’s a repurposed guitar and it’s a lamp. It’s one of a kind, a piece of artwork, made by Stephen 
Cataldi, a member of the Vincent Lombardi Lodge. The unique lodge logo was designed 

especially for our lodge by our past lodge president Jennifer Rubé. 
 

The LED lights can change colors (red, green, blue) and change brightness & speed with the 
beat of music, by using its own mike to hear music that you provide. Hang it on a wall or a 

guitar stand, use it as a night light, or a decoration for your den, office or bar. 
 

Tickets will be available starting on November 17th at the Turkey Raffle and will continue until 
our Members Picnic in August 2023 when we will draw the winning ticket. Tickets cost: $10 

for a single ticket or $25 for three tickets.  For more information and to purchase tickets, contact 
us at vincentlombardilodge@gmail.com.  

“Festa della Repubblica”   
June 2, 2023  11:30am 

Italian American Sports Club 
 Frank Dimino Way 

• Raising of the flags 
• Singing the US and Italian national anthems 
• Address by dignitaries 
• Followed by a free lunch 

mailto:mafocarazzo@gmail.com
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News from National 

My Italian Family: Italian Citizen Assistance Program puts together complete document portfolios to be presented to 
the Italian Consulate, or to the Town Hall in Italy in case applicants choose Italy as their permanent residence, or to the 

Civil Courts in Rome for a 1948 Lawsuit. They have the know-how and experience combined with first-hand knowledge 
of the process to apply for Italian Dual Citizenship or research your family history using this link  

https://www.myitalianfamily.com. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming this spring to the Garibaldi Meucci Museum: 
 The Tower of Venice, created by Giorgio Bortoli, will be located right in the 

garden in front of the ancient home of the inventor,  Meucci, who hosted the 
Hero of Two Worlds in the US city. 

 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Subscribe to the National OSDIA YouTube Channel! 

www.youtube.com/@ordersonsanddaughtersofitaly 

                                East Rochester Arbor Day 
 

Theodore Roosevelt said, “To exist as a nation, to prosper as a state, and to live as a people, 
we must have trees.” 

 
East Rochester will hold its Arbor Day Ceremony on April 28th, 12 Noon in the Edmund Lyon 
Park, 750 Main Street. It is co-sponsored by ER Parks Committee and East Rochester Rotary. 

 
East Rochester is designated as a “Tree City USA Community”, a program that began in 1976 greening up cities and 

towns. It is a nationwide movement that provides the framework necessary for communities to manage and expand their 
public trees. There are more than 3400 communities who have made this commitment.  

 
The program has spread internationally. There are six cities in Italy considered “Tree Cities”: Cesana, recognized for 2 

years, 400 trees plants, 50 volunteer hours; Lignano Sabbiadoro, recognized for 2 years, 2600 trees plants, 100 volunteer 
hours; Milano, recognized for 3 years, 18,395 trees plants, 0 volunteer hours; Modena, recognized for 2 years, with 550 
trees planted, 13,000 volunteer hours; Padova, recognized for 2 years, planted 1464 trees, 84 volunteer hours; and Turin 

recognized for 3 years with 20,873 trees plants, 720 volunteer hours. 
 

Celebrate East Rochester’s achievement, but if you are unable to attend the ceremony on April 28th, you can still raise 
awareness that planting trees is in the best interest of everyone. 

https://www.myitalianfamily.com
https://www.youtube.com/sonsanddaughterofitaly
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The Absurdity 
Michelangelo’s David 

considered pornographic! 
 

Students and lovers of Renaissance art 
could not be more appalled to have one 
of the most recognized masterpieces in 

the world to be called pornographic. 
Studying Michelangelo’s David, parents 

of 6th graders in a Florida school 
complained the material shown was 

pornographic and they should have been 
notified about the lesson beforehand. 
The school has a policy that parents 

should be notified in advance about any 
controversial topics, but Italians look at 

the Renaissance era and its 
masterpieces, including nude sculptures, 

as not being controversial. Galleria dell’ Accademia director, Cecilie 
Hollberg, considers the entire incident as absolutely astonishing. She is 

quoted as saying, “We are talking about the icon of the Renaissance 
Michelangelo’s David, which has been recognized across the world for 
generations.” She further stated the statue has been hailed for its beauty 
and purity. One must have a twisted mind to combine nudity with what 

was suggested, because obviously there is a big difference between 
nudity and pornography. There is a huge ignorance about history and 

the history of art which, more than anything, is quite sad.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Metropolitan Opera will finish out the 
2023 season with these operas show in 

HD: 
 

Der  Rosenkavalier by Ricard Strauss 
April 15 

 
Champion by Terence Blanchard 

April 29 
 

Don Giovanni by Mozart 
May 20 

 
Die Zauberflote b y Mozart 

June 3  
 

The Metropolitan Opera (Met Live) has 
announced its 2023-2024 HD Season.  

 
These operas can be watched at selected 
theatres:  Tinseltown, Henrietta Stadium 
18, Webster 12, and Eastview Mall 13.  

 
Encore events are recorded versions of the 

live events and typically occur on the 
third Wednesday following the live 

events. Please check the schedule for 
exact dates. 

  
• Dead Man Walking - October 21, 

2023 
 
• X-The Life and Times of Malcolm X - 

November 18, 2023 
 
• Florencia en el Amazonas - December 

9, 2023 
 
• Nabucco - January 6, 2024 
 
• Carmen - January 27, 2024 
 
• La For Za del Destino - March 9, 2024 
 
• Romeo et Juliet - March 23, 202 
 
• La Rondini - April 20, 2024 
 
• Madame Butterfly - May 11, 2024 

Did you know? 
 

The art of building string 
instruments reached near 

perfection in a workshop in 
Cremona, Italy in the early 1700s.  

 
The craftsman, Antonio 

Stradivari’s design for the violin 
has served as the model for violin 

makers for more than 250 years. He experimented with shape and 
arching of the violin, using a flatter arching which contributed to a more 

powerful tone. He tested different dimensions and proportions. 
Although primarily known for his violins, he also built violas, cellos, 

harps, guitars, and mandolins. 
 

Antonio Stradivari is regarded as the greatest violin maker in the world, 
and at the peak of his career from 1700 to 1720 was known as the 

Golden Period. It is estimated that he made over 1,100 instruments in 
his life. About 650 instruments still survive, including between 450-512 

violins. 
 

The patterns of the actual violin have been analyzed and researched, and 
the wood has been scrutinized, taking into consideration the origin of 
the wood. It turns our the varnish Stradivari used is an elusive secret 
and one of the mysteries of the famous violins. Three hundred years 
later, anyone studying the violin would be ecstatic to handle of one 

these masterpieces. 



A SIP OF WINE 
The Story of Chianti 

 
The region of Chianti lies between the cities of Florence 

and Siena. Centuries ago, Florence tried to fix the 
boundary line with Siena through the Chianti region. 

Siena asked to settle the affair by arbitration. The 
podesta` of Poggibonsi (a town in the Provence of 

Siena) was called in to act as the umpire. The decision 
made was that a horseman would set out at the cock’s crow in the morning 
from their respective communities, Florence and Siena, and gallop until the 

two met, which would be the frontier. 
 

The roosters selected by each: Sienese, a fine much pampered white 
Cock, which had become quite plump from the rich diet it was fed.  

The Florentines chose a black rooster, which they fed little to eat. So  
On the appointed day, the black rooster crowed long before dawn, 

and the Florentine rider set out. He met the Siena horseman at 
Croce Fiorentina only 19 km (11.81 miles) from the Siena border. True 

story or not, most of the Chianti region passed into the hands of 
Florence as the result of the Peace Treaty of Fonterutoli 1201. A 

black rooster was painted on the ceiling of the Hall of Five Hundred 
in Florence’s Piazzo Vecchio. 

 
In 1932 the Chianti Region was officially designated a DOC region with 

seven sub zones created for Classico. The entire region became a DOCG in 
1984. Wines that belong to the Classico Consortium bear a black rooster 

emblem on the neck of the bottle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chianti is a sangiovese based wine from grapes in Chianti. 
 

We all remember this bottle. After the wine was gone, a candle was placed 
in the neck, lit, and the wax would melt down the side. And yes, this can 

still be purchased. A DOCG, it is considered traditional in style. The straw 
basket, is called fiascos. 
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News from Italy 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Po River, Feb. 2023  Photo by Piero CRUCIATTI / AFP 

 
Lamborghini 60 Years:  

Lamborghini started out building tractors 
after World  

War II and was also involved with making 
pneumatic valves and air conditioning 
units. As the story goes, he bought a 

Ferrari and was extremely disappointed. 
His main criticism was with the 

transmission. He improved the car and 
sent the details back to Ferrari, but Ferrari 

was insulted and dismissed the 
improvements. True or not, the 

Lamborghini factory was founded in 
1963.Ever since, no matter what the 
model, Lamborghini has stood for 

innovation engineering excellence, unique 
design, and outstanding performance. 60 
years, not matter what the industry, is an 

impressive milestone. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Shortages after Winter Drought:   
Winter drought in the northern regions of 
Italy may be a severe cut back in water 

usage after the winter season is over. The 
worst affected regions include Piemonte 
and Lombardy, which also took a hit the 
spring of 2022. Between six and fifteen 
percent of Italy’s population live I areas 

with severe or extreme drought 
conditions. The lack of rainfall and snow 
this winter has made the situation worse 

but how much worse will depend on 
weather conditions over the next three 

months, which is usually the rainiest time 
of the year the regions in the north. 
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An Important Topic: Digital Assets and End of Life Planning 
 

According to the IRS, a digital asset is anything created and stored digitally. What is 
a digital asset? It is “any digital representation of value which is recorded on a 

cryptographically secured distributed ledger or any similar technology.” As 
technology becomes more popular, easier the manage, valuable, and is integrated into 

of lives, the more digital footprint we have. This comes in the form of data, videos, 
written content, logos, websites, spreadsheets, and anything we store on our 

computers or “in the cloud”. It is not a digital asset if it has no value. 
 

There is limited government control over digital assets with hardly any oversight legislatively or through 
legal precedent. Control issues are maintained by individual companies where transferability is not allowed 

even after one’s death. What happens to digital assets when someone dies?  
 

Prior to the 1980’s most of us believed that planning for our death mainly meant writing our last will and 
testament, and our assets would be distributed to our heirs in accordance with one’s wishes. It was not 

complicated to transfer property or other assets as bequeath or permit management of our financial affairs if 
we became incapacitated. It is still important to prepare a will or living trust and name a durable power of 

attorney as part of the planning process, but we also have a digital existence that we need to plan for once we 
die. A will or living trust gives the executor instructions concerning payment of debts and taxes and allows 

for the distribution of property. 
If you die having prepared a will with allocation of physical property, the probate court approves the 

executor selected and assets are distributed according to the deceased wishes, but if there is no will, the court 
will appoint an administrator to any debts and final expenses with what is left distributed to the heirs, but 

perhaps not in the way the deceased would have wanted.  
 

In the past, the executor would inventory all the assets including bank and investment statements. Creditors 
would be identified in the same manner. Much of it came in the regular postal mail. But in our modern 

digital world, a lot of what we receive comes to the inbox on our computer, cell phone, or tablet. Sometimes 
property takes the form of cyber-currency and non-fungible tokens coded in blockchain. In understandable 

language, a blockchain is a ledger that cannot be changed which enables transactions to be recorded and 
assets to be tracked in a business network. We think of assets in two ways: tangible, such as a house, car, 

land, money or intangible such as intellectual property, patents, copyrights, trademarks, branding. Accessing 
a deceased person’s digital assets: email and social media accounts, microblogging sites, website accounts, 

or other electronically stored assets, could be prohibited by computer privacy laws. The Electronics 
Communications Privacy Act (ECPA), 1986, protects certain wire, oral, and electronic communications from 

any unauthorized persons, use, access, or disclosure. 
 

If your will or your durable power of attorney does not indicate directly control of digital assets, your family 
or the executor may be limited by what the online service provider is willing to make available, which is 

determined by the terms of use or agreement that was accepted when the account was opened. Most of the 
digital assets you believe you own, you don’t and they will not be transferrable to someone else even if 
bequeathed in a will. While these may have sentimental value to you and your family, you may not own 

them. Emails and social media accounts are not owned by the person who originated them. There is a license 
that allows them to be used and the ability to transfer them to someone else is limited by the terms agreed 
upon when the account was opened. Examples of digital assets that cannot be transferred through a will:  

email and social media accounts, non-transferrable domains that are licensed, subscription accounts such as 
Netflix or Spotify; and apps on your phone or tablet and the data contained on them. 

It does matter if what you have stored or saved is on the hard drive of your computer or stored in the cloud, 
special arrangements for digital assets should be made in advance. The executor or trustee should be given 
user names and passwords for all accounts, but even with this information, there could be issues with the 

vendor service agreement that denies access, manages, distributes, copies, deletes, or even closes accounts. 
(continued on page 9) 
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(Digital Assets Continued) 
 

The Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act (RUFADAA) addresses whether and how a 
family member, executor, or attorney is allowed to access to digital assets. The law is different from state 

laws governing estate administration, powers of attorney, and trusts. It doesn’t assume that family members 
can access digital assets just because of their relationship with the owner. The statue wants express 

authorization before anyone is allowed access to content. Investing in Password Manager could be very 
helpful. Most of what we do and access on the internet we are required to have a username and password. It 

us strongly suggested the password be different for each account and changed every few months. Just getting 
onto the computer, banking, ordering from different online stores, schools, work, etc. we can have multiple 

passwords and keeping track of them is not always easy. Password manager is a software application 
designed to store and manage online credentials.  It allows for generating and securely storing long, unique 

passwords for all of your online accounts. 
 

When you make out your will or review it, ask about adding language to give your executive and/or trustee 
the right to access non-financial digital assets and accounts. Your Power of Attorney (POA) can also be 
given access to act on your behalf. Review the procedures on all your accounts to understand what their 

policies are and can discuss with the executor who will oversee your digital assets when you die. 
 

For more information: 
 Paul Gentile is very passionate about what he does, and making us aware of what happens to our 

digital assets and what we can do to safeguard them is of critical importance. His website is: 
 

 https://www.seniortwosenior.com  
 

Classes will show you how to “prepare, protect, and pass on one of our most important possessions—our 
digital legacy.” 

 

Etymology—the study of words 
 

Parlare al muro is similar to the English phrase “it’s like talking to a brick wall,” but the 
Italian idiom refers to scenarios where the words don’t get through to a person because of 
their stubbornness or refusal to listen. It can also be used in situations where the 
understanding of a concept may be lacking or knowledge due to limited intelligence. 
 

Sottointeso is made up of the Italian words sotto (under) and inteso (intended), and you could say this word is used to 
talk about the meaning beneath a message. The dictionary defines this as concepts or thoughts “not explicitly 
expressed, but implicit and more or less easy to deduce.” It may seem friendly on the surface, but the underlying 
intent may be an insult. (The Local, March 7, 2023) 
 
Vergogna runs the full gamut from awkwardness to embarrassment to all-out disgrace. In its mildest form:  Provo 
vergogna davanti a lei. I feel shy around her.  Being ashamed: Non hai vergogna delle bugie che hai detto? Aren't 
you ashamed of the lies you told?  Someone’s ashamed of you: Sei la vergogna della famiglia. You're a disgrace to 
the family. 
 
Sfogarsi is an act of expressing emotions or releasing pent-up feelings which can be done in a variety of ways, such 
as talking to someone, writing in a journal, or engaging in physical activity. “Mi piace sfogarsi facendo una 
passeggiata nella natura.”  “I like to let off steam by taking a walk-in nature.” 
 
Crepuscolo is for the romantics, the artists, and the photographers. It’s the most magical moment of the day: those 
last few moments of fading light before the sky becomes fully dark. Like all the best Italian words, it can be used in 
other contexts to add a little drama. 
 

https://www.seniortwosenior.com
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